Forum and General Assembly Held by US JSPS Alumni Association
On Oct 28-29, 2011

On 28 October, a Multidisciplinary Science Forum was held by the US JSPS Fellows
Alumni Association at Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo. Among the five fora
held by the association to date, this was the second to be held on a multidisciplinary
theme, featuring speakers across various fields.

The event opened with remarks from Dr. John M. Dunn, president, Western Michigan
University, and Dr. Hirotaka Sugawara, director, JSPS Washington Office, followed by
Dr. Anthony Leggett, Nobel laureate in physics, who delivered the keynote address.

Presentations were given by three invited speakers from the US and four from Japan on
research spanning such fields as astrophysics, agriculture, medicine, and social science.
During the lunch session, the association’s executive board put on a bazaar to raise
funds to support the earthquake relief efforts in Japan. The forum was attended by
some 80 people.

The next day, the alumni association held its annual general assembly, in which the
state of its activities discussed and next year’s program planned.
- JSPS Washington Office
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Forum venue: Western Michigan University Forum session held in the Bernhard Center of
WMU

Poster session Fundraising table headed by Dr. Blanc Kacouris
at center.
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Group photo with the forum participants Many topics about administration of Alumni
Association were discussed at General
Assembly on October 29.



